
 
 
Oaklawn Stakes Race Analysis                                                                          Saturday, May 2, 2026 

By Jeremy Plonk@Horseplayernow  
 
Race 7 - $200,000 Lake Ouachita (3:35 p.m.): In the afterglow of one of the most memorable Oaklawn 
Handicaps in history, the local older route division of runners aren’t done yet for the stakes schedule. 
In fact, this 1 1/16-miles race drew a field far exceeding expectations for a listed stakes. The Lake 
Ouachita begins the late pick 5 which spans Races 7-11. 
 
Subsanador (#7) is a Grade 1 winner in California and Argentina and veteran racing fans know the 
history of Hall of Fame trainer Richard Mandella and his band of South American exports over the 
years. But Subsanador has raced just once since 2024, returning March 29 with a no-threat fourth of 
six in the Grade 3 San Carlos over seven furlongs.  But it’s an old-school training pattern to now go 
from sprint-to-route in the second start off a layoff. He’s worked three  times since, a pair at 6 furlongs, 
to develop 2-turn fitness. 
 
Grade 2 winner Coal Battle (#5) had his signature score last February in the Rebel Stakes over this 
same 8 ½-furlong Oaklawn trip. Veteran trainer Lonnie Briley has had to stop on this now 4-year-old a 
few times after trying to mount a comeback since July’s Indiana Derby, where he was a narrow runner-
up. He’s been able to get six workouts into him for this spot with only one minor blip in the timing pattern 
at the end of March. He’s a hard-trying colt every time but is being tasked with a tough comeback 
distance and spot. 
 
The classy Willy D’s (#2) was runner-up in December’s Tinsel Stakes to open the meet and most 
recently took home the Grade 3 Kentucky Cup Classic on synthetic at Turfway. His zero-for-10 Oaklawn 
ledger includes four second-place finishes and note half of his six career wins have come in the nine 
starts since Mike Maker claimed him for $50,000 near the ned of last year’s Oaklawn stand. He fits with 
these under Francisco Arrieta and is drawn beautifully in post 2. He’s 7-2 in the morning line and a legit 
contender. 
 
First Division (#4) had one of those “nibbler breaks out” kind of romping victories last time that often 
is repeated. When horses are close in several starts and then finally breakout with a beatdown, look 
out. Albeit an allowance win, the Kenny McPeek trainee has placed in the Bathhouse Row as well as 
a pair of overnight stakes locally. He’s this level in terms of quality. Mackman (#6) beat him by two 
necks in the General MacArthur in February, but the next-out Essex runner-up appears slightly more 
effective going longer at this point in his career. 
 
American Promise (#1) hasn’t been back to his Virginia Derby-winning form in 14 months, mostly due 
to Triple Crown attempts and time on the sidelines. He moved from the late D. Wayne Lukas to Steve 
Asmussen for his 2026 return and the effort showed no signs of improvement, sixth of seven in 
allowance company. Hard to recommend right now. 
 
Among the others, Seize the Night (#3) hasn’t been strong off layoffs in his past form cycles and the 
lightly raced 7-year-old hasn’t been seen since winning an allowance Jan. 4; American Promise (#1) 
hasn’t been back to his Virginia Derby-winning form in 14 months, mostly due to Triple Crown attempts 



and time on the sidelines. Hard to recommend right now; and Florida-based Digital Ops (#8) opted to 
run here rather than a Churchill Downs appearance in the 12-furlong Isaac Murphy earlier this week, 
cutting back in distance. 

 
Wagering Strategy - Win: #4; Exacta Box: Primary 4-7; Secondary: 4-2 
 

Race12 - $200,000 Arkansas Breeders’ Championship (6:25 p.m.): Eleven of the most successful 
Arkansas-bred colts and geldings square off in this 1 1/16-mile test for state bragging rights. With 
Nodouble Breeders’ winner Touchdown Arkansas opting to stay sprinting, the division opens wide for 
this two-turn route. The Arkansas Breeders’ Championship kicks off the final daily double of the 
meeting, which wraps with the 1 ¾- miles Trail’s End starter allowance in Race 13. 

Defending Arkansas Breeders’ Championship winner One Ten Stadium (#3) could give trainer Ron 
Moquett another big meet-ending parting gift. His Queen Mallard scored in Thursday’s $150,000 
Natural State Breeders’, the sister race to this one. And while Keith Asmussen rode the weekday 
Moquett stakes winner and has been regular rider of One Ten Stadium, he’ll jump saddles Saturday to 
pilot Ronald Westerman trainee Hess (#1). 

Hess (#1), Cybertown (#2) and Rock Solo (#10) renew acquaintances from a 1-2-4 allowance finish 
April 16 and return just over two weeks later. All three have been busy, making 15 starts combined at 
the meet, and have been able to race in and out of form. The first pair are well-drawn closers who could 
be heard from late. Cybertown was second in this race last year at 16-1 odds and is the most route-
accomplished runner in the field. As for Rock Solo, he’s got a more pressing running style that could 
be subject to early ground loss from his outside draw. 

The 3-year-old Honey’s to Blame (#6) faces rivals as old as 7 Saturday but might be the right horse 
to take the baton as the Arkansas-bred top router. He’s got two wins and a Bathhouse Row Stakes 
narrow third-place finish on his ledger at the meet. The Kenny McPeek trainee gets in light at 118 
pounds, six fewer than his elder rivals. Honey’s to Blame was a neck runner-up in a state-bred 
allowance route March 26 behind 5-year-old Two Dollar Eddie (#8). Two Dollar Eddie should be right 
up on the pace here along with Willow Creek Road (#5), who wired a state-bred allowance field last 
time out after a long history of sprints. He won’t be using the medication Lasix in stakes company, 
however, which could be significant looking at his past performances. 

In addition to Honey’s to Blame, trainer Kenny McPeek sends out the class-rising Zippy Mark (#4), the 
5-2 morning line favorite off back-to-back wins. He finished fourth in this race last year and comes in 
while in ascending form. Jockey Emmaneul Esquivel has been regular pilot of both McPeek charges 
and lands here. 

Longshots Triple Up (#9), Ready Shoes (#7) and Miracle Mack (#11) round out the bulky lineup.  

Wagering Strategy - Win: #6; Exacta Key Box: 6 w/ 4, 2 

 


