
 
 
Oaklawn Stakes Race Analysis                                                                                           Friday, May 1, 2026 

By Jeremy Plonk@Horseplayernow  
 
Race 9 - $150,000 Bachelor Stakes (5:32 p.m.): This late in the Oaklawn season one would expect the locals 
to overflow the entries. But the six-furlong Bachelor for 3-year-olds has a cool cast of nine that includes horses 
who ran at six different last-out venues. Some are back in town; others coming to Hot Springs for the first time. 
The Bachelor begins the late pick 4 which also includes the co-featured Lake Hamilton Stakes (Race 11). 
 
Stradale (#6) made a sharp Oaklawn unveiling March 5 in an allowance victory for Steve Asmussen. He held 
exceptional company lines at age 2 in New York and Kentucky and parlayed that into an odds-on victory that 
sets him up well for a return to stakes action. The 7-5 morning line favorite has trained right on cue for this like 
it’s been the target for nearly two months. He has some tactical patience and that should suit him well in a race 
laced with early pace players. 
 
Oscar’s Hope (#8) and Tiz Mary’s Comet (#1) ran 1-2 in February’s Ozark Stakes before heading their separate 
ways. Oscar’s Hope ran a dynamite, too-good-to-lose second in Keeneland’s Lafayette over seven furlongs; Tiz 
Mary’s Comet wore down his rivals and pulled clear late to win the Lafayette Stakes as well – but this one was 
at Evangline Downs. Advantage still remains with Oscar’s Hope in the rematch, but the positive local experience 
for both carries over Friday. 
 
Dirty Rich (#2) began the holiday meet with a win in the Advent and figures to contest the early pace. But that 
5 ½-furlong dash winner has failed mightily in all three starts going farther and will be challenged to sustain his 
action after a two-month break. Two Seven O (#5) has won three straight at the meet and appears to be moving 
in the opposite direction of Dirty Rich. He, too, figures to be right in the early pace mix which should be fiery. 
 
X-factors here include the returning layoff duo of Good Civilian (#4), last seen winning the Prairie Gold Juvenile 
in Iowa last July and two-for-two lifetime, and the two-for-two Monmouth Sapling winner One More Freud (#7), 
absent since late August. Both horses are making barn changes with eerily similar form. One More Freud has 
run faster against better competition among that pair while both have been firing bullets in the morning. 
 
The lineup also includes Feb. 19 maiden winner and pace presence Violence in Red (#3) for Steve Asmussen 
and the debut runner-up / maiden Doublecents (#9). 
 

Wagering Strategy - Exactas: Primary, 8-6; Secondary, 6-8 
 
 
Race 11 - $200,000 Lake Hamilton Stakes (6:46 p.m.): The elder sprint division is one of Oaklawn’s true gems 
and it’s a joy to watch these veterans show off their durability and talents. We’ll get a new infusion to the division 
as a red-hot 4-year-old tests eight rivals that include some of the track’s most well-known dashers. The Lake 
Hamilton kicks off the $5 late daily double. 
 
Anyone who has followed Oaklawn in recent years knows Tejano Twist (#3) and Booth (#4). They’ve won 10 
races locally between them, including most all the major sprint stakes. Both look to rebound off disappointing 
finishes in the G3-Count Fleet three weeks ago when Mad House and Roll On Big Joe shipped into town to stake 
their claim. Booth didn’t break that day, something that’s rarely happened in his career, and I like that trainer 
Steve Asmussen brings him back quickly off that. Tejano Twist beat Booth in a March 1 allowance, but this is 
the seventh start of the meet for the 7-year-old Tejano Twist and I surmise that the form cycle now favors Booth. 



Gold Sweep (#9) has been chasing this pair often and never embarrasses himself, but minor placings appear 
more his ceiling at this level. 
 
But how good is Zero Sugar (#5)? The Cipriano Contreras trainee found his groove in March when turned back 
from a series of route attempts. He’ll lose Lasix for the rise from allowance to stakes, which could be significant 
for a 9-5 morning line favorite. From a pace standpoint, expect him somewhere between the front-running ability 
of Booth and the deep-closing nature of Tejano Twist. He could get a dream trip if Hola Joey (#1) and Mikel W 
(#7) are fast enough to keep Booth company and wear him down. I don’t think either can factor in the outcome 
but certainly impact who will. 
 
Similar to Zero Sugar, Sharp Swinger (#8) has won two in a row at the meet and found his best stride late, 
similar to his 2025 season locally. He’s won five of seven at Oaklawn and has shown an ability to finish recent 
races that gives him more options in a race with leading contenders of varying running styles. Rafael Bejarano 
has been going very well of late and could be the right man for the job. 
 
Surveillance (#2) has some pace versatility that could play well here while rising in class. The 13-time winner 
has banked $1.3 million while playing for several different teams throughout his career, now age 9. Ray Ashford 
Jr. claimed him for $55,000 on April 11 and that’s a lot to pay for a horse with 55 starts and nearing the twilight 
of his career. You have to think the Lake Hamilton for $200,000 was a major destination in that claim. Very 
interesting at 10-1 morning line and will get my play. 
 
Dapper Moon (#6) comes from the clouds and you have to think if the race sets up for him that it also sets up 
similarly for Tejano Twist, and that rival would be the stronger closer.  
 

Wagering Strategy - Win: #2; Exacta Key Box: 2 w/ 4, 5, 8 
 


